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American Humor
The Omtury MUKHattio Iih

will becoming dignity Unit
elming ilw vvuniief- your It will pay nt- -

io okjhh-WI- t humor This Is not
v ii U toty b mi In Urpe lirUr

eier- Hw tp wt ll evr A Yar
of America HW4r The jwivt
U a haii4fB6 M trtil 5 xStM tote
taken t i oWae ft taMi fcfttaA Ateei

ex ilrtoi n fes 4 iy
U tpprsti t e VcttarV ts

l 11 Id to tht llO VMv fej m eWeleW
of Mstork al fremlw ni K U
has lieen replete etiirtne ttv Htet tsrtv
iromth Knight mi dRshtug hom wv-tU-r- s

lu plumed hats sitd Puritans In
s n raiment hav tnken he ader
thr ugh its page one after anuthcr In
z wild piofuslon of adventure After
ripeateU bumpers of the wine of mo
ehevaltsm the Century has undertak-
en

¬

in the soberness of next mornings
6 d resolutions to sort out and ar-
range

¬

American humorists and give
them fair chance to show what they

n do Judging by the first issue un

lr the-- new regime there will be a
novel brand of unconscious humor be-

fore
¬

th public in the near future
Mr Gilder hag begun his weighty

task by havinc an article written to
onlPr by o V P Trent entitled A
Itetrspcct of American Humor As it
stands it is a dissection of that pecu-
liar

¬

racy unaccountable thing called
American humor which leaves the
leader wondering whether there ever
wag a funny man in this country after
all Apparently the writer is puzzled
over the question where the various
wits of the land got their reputation
Ills obtuseness on this point is even be-
yond

¬

that of the Briton for an Eng-
lishman

¬

can generally see the point of
a Joke if one is willing to Tvait Cut
after Artemus Ward and John Phoenix
and Saxe and Holmes have waited
something like half a century this is
the appreciation they get at the hands
cf JUv Trent

To on xttnt wit ond humor liare eluded
the critic nd will contimie to do co until the
1 iUcUsUI k aide thoroughly to antljze the
i pi1 1 cmotHTOj that influence Itujhnr audeir Yet prliaps flit te a eonsummatioa not
it mr to lw wiihcJ Hiould the jihyiiical bais

ol UieM ctim bp laid hare it might at once
-- xu vat our vnr of humor dejicnded ujwu
our Jood and our digestion

Mr Trent Jias not even allowed him-
self

¬

to think of wit in connection with
hits subject None of the humor in which
he has been delving lias rubbed oft on
1Jm He is as demure as the wrong
side of a tombstone If Sir Gilder had
gone and got a tapir to write his article
for him he could hardly have found a
mind mote completely outside the in-
tangible

¬

territory of the fun lover How
fr example could it have been ex
petted that an body would ever write
tuch a sentence as this about tht author
of the Clglow Papers

Erin Lowtll oristoal and great humorittiti he fa has Ilia liteury analogues Hi
I olisnmena may well nun to throw all jjreviouiaar itui in the fchad hut the jrfmilar appartui

-- ted fcrerloudj

This is not anything out of a Ger
ran laboratory it is a perfectly un
rjudiced view1 of Lowell Some may
attempt to discover its meaning but
the wise reader will reverently leave it
in the isolation of its own profundity
Nobody could possibly have taught Jlr
Trent to writs as Jie does he must have
done it all himself

Here is bis characterization of Mark
Twain

TruiUr apprentice Misxiiippi pilot etatla
pioneer jourbalUt traveler niutt aonder that
Jlr Clemens uitb hh nitiie Kruius has evolved
from a humurUt into a great writer of picaresque
fiition and Muieihin of an international crneor
ir4 um

The giit of this seems to be that af-
ter

¬

a faithful and hardworking life as
a liumotist Mr Clemens has become
something else but however grateful
he may be for the compliment he may
have to do some pondering over It to
find out just what it means

Mr Trent however does not intend
to waste hits whole morning saying
pretty things ile goes on with lofty
determination to get at what humor
really is If it takes all night

But we are efcieD coueerneJ ili the humor
ot U au men not aith tbeit lirei and IIkxiu
the ltk of ltenuiBg it i difficult it mint not
t thiked It u on the whole a nroad humor
that frequently dot not dudain fie u of had
tpelliu and Ud punn Jn lu Ion eat
farm it can be found in almost any nrmiparier
in tin klmf of hit in called emic lopy
ri eirr in rrriling nhich atr tJ ia he aily
ohtatcd and foloiredf

Finally after classifying Ills work-
ing

¬

list of eighty American humorists
as best he can Mr Trent winds up his
critique with this ultimatum delivered
vlih becoming asinine solemnity

It u safe to iopneaf tliat a people who lave
jtl it cverylhiiureven U iiolltical corrup ¬

ts u witlaouner or Uter have more nerf of
uuUtk ado lile Millon ami Haute rarely smile

This induces a ruspiclon that Mr
Trent means to qualify for the posi-
tion

¬

which he dimly Uggests in his
peroration He Is going to be violent-
ly

¬

disappointed There is no room for
the laurels of any sprouting Milton or
Dante on his cranium He will go down
In history as far nu lie gos at all it
the one American who was unable to
fcc - anything funny in American humor

ninlrrt
A gentle protest has been entered by

one of the essayists of the day against
H iJe or dialect This writer sug¬

gests that in ntfny cases where words
ar as he puts it vrfLfiliy misspelled
it would have been better to lei Uip pe-

culiarities
¬

of the speaker be suggested
by the eense ot the words For exam-
ple

¬

he cites the remark which might be
made by a negro laborer on a very hot
day If the man were conscious only of
the teeming wealth of life around him
and hU own strength and did no find
the heat enerraUnK He might say

The liolUr the tm ahinea the Utter 1 n I

Sow that remark If the clrcum
taucs ot its making were d- - cribed

would not need to be misspelled In dia-

lect
¬

fashion as follows
De lotta do fiuu hfne lo hitla I feel

Anybody who knows the type will
know just how the words sound with-
out being told and those who are unfa-
miliar

¬

wjth it cannot be made tn hent
it as it is cpoken by any amount of in-

genious
¬

misspelling
It may be urged hosvever that it Is

untrue to life to make an gnor int per-

son
¬

use absolutely cornet English
This Is true and there Is no neeJ or go-

ing
¬

to the opposite extreme in trying to
avoid themistakc of over elaboratiun of
dialect There is no beauty in making
a Connecticut farmer or a Chinese laun
dryman talk like an educated and cul-

tured
¬

person but neither is it necexunry
to make their speech unintelligible to
the eye by taking out consonants and
changing vowels in a vain attempt Jo
reproduce their words phonetically

The dialect story Is valuable in that
it preserves quaint historical phrases
mispronunciations and Idioms which
have existed for centuries or havu been
evolved lu tho course of the tfonlnct bt
twn two civilizations lu tho former
case they itro hlstoilcally interesting
in tliv latter the originality and aptness
or joule of the colloquialisms ate amus ¬

ing and well worth preservation Wluw
would we not svo for records ot the
mnktiiK ot KiikIIki at the time of Nor ¬

man supivmnoy as completo and accu ¬

rate as the dlalecl literature of today
The ch of a people Is the living tve- -

vmt Ot lifts TlM ld his
work fteclnatlUrT iKCAUiv It U the vc
or4 4 hrni hrjtht vt a course of
vteftriri OMiipUortted and as mys

tmm trMl f the plislwl human
fecty t ilWrect lory will be vnl

aM uMifreM Par tli phlluloglst of the
rutrv Iw R r It Is absolutely true
H Hfe but It should be remembered
that mere bad t clllng Is not necessari-
ly

¬

v
aiaWct

The Xicmoerntlc trolley
We observe with some amusement

that Iljruulcan journals are predicting
a carping Democratic opposition to
anything and everything that Presi-
dent

¬

Itoosevelt may propose to Con-

gress
¬

That Is absurd The Democratic
party is before all things patriotic It
scorns to make party advantage at the
cost of the country- - As the late Presi-
dent

¬

McKInley had reason to know it
will stand like a stone wall behind an
Executive who Is working for the
safety and honor ot his country In
the same way President Itoosevelt will
learn before thtee months have passed
that his Nicaragua Canal and reciproci-
ty

¬

policies have the hearty and loyal
support of every Democrat in the Sen-

ate
¬

and the House
We nre getting a little weary of the

assumption ot some of our Republican
contemporaries They have the assur-
ance- to liold that Democrats are noi cs
hearty and soulful Americans as the
people to whom they cater This is all
wrong known to be wrong by the very
writers who assert the contrary The
American people are politically differ-
entiated

¬

today only by questions of
economics Eliminate the tariff and
Its children the trusts and It would be
difficult to find a topic upon which
could be based any sort of a quarrel be-

tween
¬

the two parties into which the
American people are divided

The time has gone by for our citizens
to haggle over small and provincial
matters America has a tremendous
future and Americans must face it in
unity and strength

A ClKuntlc Ilnllvny Deal
What is generally known as the

Northern Pacific settlement Is more
than likely to take the form of the
greatest railway combination ever
made in the United Staten The outline
of the plan indicates that it may result
In the combination under one manage-
ment

¬

of the Northern Pacific the Un
ion Pacific the Southern Pacific the
Great Northern the Chicago Milwau-
kee

¬

and St Paul the Chicago Burling-
ton

¬

and Quincy and the Chicago aiid
Northwestern These seven great prop-
erties

¬

represent about forty seven thou-
sand

¬

miles of trackage a capitalization
of more than a billion dollars and a
bonded debt of a little less than a bil-
lion

¬

The details of the proposed plan are
meagre and the outline of It as pub-
lished

¬

may not be strictly accurate
Nevertheless there Is ample reason to
believe that for some time past nego-
tiations

¬

have been in progress looking
to a combinatin of Mime of the lead-
ing

¬

roads named and the consumma-
tion

¬

may be a uniting of them alL At
this time the American public is pretty
well accustomed to big financial deals
The formation of a billion dollar Steel
Trust has prepared the country for al-

most
¬

anything that may happen In the
way of combining great interests
Hence we are not especially startled
by the figures quoted Still if this re-

port
¬

is true the transaction will be the
most Important In some respects that
has ever be n consummated In this or
any other country not merely because
of theamount of capital combined but
by reason of the vast public interests
to be affected

V union of the companies named
would Jay under tribute practically the
whole of the United States west of the
Missouri Itiver and a no inconsider-
able

¬

portion of the territory cast of
that stream IJut west of the river
named the country Is new sparsely set-
tled

¬

and presents almost unlimited
opportunities for development What
these roads are now worth Is but a
small fraction cf what their value will
be two or three decades hence To a
very grent extent the destiny of that
whole vast region will be in the hands
of tile men who control these great
transportation lines They will have a
complete monopoly of the traffic They
may build other trunk lines or they
may not They maj build feeders and
whether they do so or not will depend
entirely upon what their own Interests
jeem to demand Anything in the way
of Independent railway competition will
be Imiiosslble In a broad sense th in ¬

terests of the management will be bet t
subserved by contributing lu the moat
liberal way to the upbuilding of the
Statea and Territories traversed by the
roads but unfortunately that policy
does not always prevail Not infie
quently railway companies look at their
Immediate interests rather than Into
the larger field of the future In any
event one is almost appalled at the
thought of so much power uejng lodged
in the hands of a few men In that
country of vast distances the control
of transportation facilities is the great ¬

est element of power that can be vested
In any body of men and the possibili-
ties

¬

which It presents are well calcu-
lated

¬

to create apprehension
Nor can we sunr ose that if lil iiui

Is carried through successfully the

riiK muss

work of consullclating Interests will
slo- - there Wealth begets wealth and
power ere iles owcr This combina-
tion

¬

would control nearly one fourth of
all the railway mileage in the country
and there can be little room for doubt
that Its holdings would be largely and
rapidly increased It would be in a po ¬

sition to force smaller toads into the
combination and it is not easy to see
where the process would end The men
who are engineering the deal are Kast
ern financiers closely connected with
the great monetary Interests of Wall
Street and It would be the aim of the
iminugcrient to bring Its Western in
terests Into close and harmonious co ¬

operation with those of the Kast If
one fourth of our railway system can
be united at a single step there is am ¬

ple warrant for btiievlng that the time
Is not far distanl when all the leading
roads of the country may be united un-

der
¬

one general management or at
least be operated in perfect concert
and with a common end in view

lltiMlrMhiii nntl Armort il CrulnorN
It Is not strange that the proposition

pieatly to eulatge the navy should de-

velop
¬

differences of opinion concerning
the types of vessels which should be
bulll and tho relation which they
should bear to each other in point ot
numbers The end to be reached Is of
course u maximum of efficiency at a
minimum of cost efficiency being the
first essential In determining this
quvvtlon of efficiency the two elements
to be considered are strength offensive
and defensive und speed Without
good lighting capacity the highest
speed would be of but little value in
actual war On the other hand the
nuMt formidable- - battel les and armor
cannot be fully utilized unless the ves-

sels
¬

have a fair rate of speed
Naturally this brings up the question

of the relative value of battleships and
erulsets The Ualtimore American
urges that we are getting too manj of
the former and not enough of the lat-
ter

¬

and argues that the Spanish-America- n

war demonstrated the superiority
of armored cruisers It may well be
doubted whether that conflict furnish-
ed

¬

enough evidence to prove the su-

periority
¬

of tiny particular type of ves-

sels
¬

The IJattle of Manila Bay proved
nothing for there were no battleships
engaged on cither side At Santiago
the two vessels that rendered especially
effective service were the Brooklyn and
the Oregon the one an armored cruiser
and the other a battleship while the
Spanish vessels were all of the cruiser
type Ordinarily a battleship cannot
run down a cruiser but In this respect
the Oregon proved herself an exception-
al

¬

vessel On the other hand there
probably is no armored cruiser ailoat
that could successfully cope with one
of our lirst class battleships In actual
combat

In the present stage of naval devel-
opment

¬

both classes of ships seem to
be necessary but if the best qualities of
both could be represented In one ves-

sel
¬

undoubtedly it would give us the
highest degree of effectiveness How
far this can be done is a matter for
the experts in naval construction to de-

termine
¬

Unquestionably some prog
ress is being made in that direction
The Cramps have recently built a
twelve thousand ton battleship of about
nineteen knots speed which Is In ex-

cess
¬

of the capabilities of many cruis-
ers

¬

If one ship of the kind can be built
more can and there Is iq reason to be-

lieve
¬

that the maximum of speed has
been attained

The main difference between the arm-
ored

¬

cruiser and the battleship is In
the welgt t and arrangement of the
armor so that after all the question Is
chiefly one of how heavy the armor
should be This is a matter that non
pi ofessionalg can hardly discuss with
satisfaction to themselves or to others
It is essentially within the province of
experts and even they are frequently
at issue with reference both to the
armor and lhe batteries of warships
But in view of the character of foreign
navies it cannot be said with anything
like assurance that our navy is p-heavy

In the matter of battleships We
may have fewer cruisers than we ought
to have but we surely have none too
many vessels of the more massive type
Our navy should be constructed with
reference to the kind of vessels It would
have to meet in case of war with a first
class naval power and for nny fight-
ing

¬

fairly to be anticipated nothing has
yet transpired to Indicate that It would
be wise to discontinue the building of
battleships and rely entirely upon
cruisers

With his usual good sense and courtesy
King Edward has announcrd that Presi ¬

dents of Republics will be treated at
his coronation on an equality with Kings
and Emperors The American President
cannot lie at the function but all the
san- - he will be obliged to decline the
honor of the Grand Crots of the Bath
which will be conferred upon all chiefs
of state present or represented on tin
occasion

It Is not strange that our New England
friends should yearn for reciprocity with
Canada They produce many chirVens
eggs pigs and potatoes whlcti the Cana-
dians

¬

enjoy At the present time there
are tariff barriers which unfavorably af ¬

fect the Interchange of commodities be-

tween
¬

the Eastern States and the Domin-
ion

¬

and the chaml era of commerce of the
Yankee regions are soliciting President
Roosevelts good offices in the connec-
tion

¬

It Is perhaps not improper to re-

mark
¬

that if the Canadians want a
friendly anJ reciprocal commercial un-
derstanding

¬

with the United States it
would be easy to secure one by abandon ¬

ing their attempt to steal American ter-
ritory

¬

In Alaska While that klepto-
maniac

¬

policy is pursued nt Ottawa it
would b unnatural to suppose that any
fee ling of concession would be manifest
on this side of the line

Have we any citizens In Korea A
report reached Washington yesterday
that the- Governor of Ivylang Slang had
uden d all fnicignera in the province
to be killed This Is u matte r which Is
likely to bring the Russo Japanese ques-

tion
¬

lit Korea to an Issue If neither of
the Powers mo it intimately connected
with the situation should act and any
American citizen should be sacrificed It
would be apparent that our naval forces
wculd have business on their hands

Senator Mason is opposed to tinkering
with the- tariff He and his friends the
monopolists will hai e to do considerable

tinkering two years ht nce If they do
not desire to see American goods shut
out of European markets Would It not
In- - better for them to take time by the
funioflc and so anticipate the evil day

Tin- - olIJ Smith
IVim tlie Louisville Couricr Jourcul

In a word all the D mocrats have to
ili to carry the country In 1801 is to get
together keep their foolishness to them ¬

selves ond come down to the post with a
good ticket The KepulilIcitnH affect great
confidence But they do not face the mu
Me They pursue the ostrichs policy of
lijdlng the head nround a corner whilst
leaving the body exposed to view The
South need not and will not get excited
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FOREIGN TOPICS
Thr- - Halle of Itofne Usually wrll In-

formed
¬

in Vatican aftnirs says that since
1ST0 when the ItalianiGovernment was es ¬

tablished In rtome 150 convents or friars
or nuns were added to the many alrrudy
existing In the Eternal City and tint the
property landed and cthervi of the re-

ligious
¬

orders in Rome Is vnlued ot X

XH0W francs 370Orti Uist ymr fMOM
francs 111750- - in bonds ami other se-

curities
¬

were stolen fn the Vatican from
a strong box known as the buco nero
the black hole which seems to have

offered but a slight resistance to the
thieves who were never detected Now
the moneys and other valuables belong¬

ing to the Holy See are se curely guarded
in six Iron safes of an Improved pattern
in a sut eial room outMile of which a
Papal gendarme Is on duty day and night
and an officer spies through a C-- In the
dcor every five hours during the night
watch to ascertain that the safes have
not bee n meddled with The pecuniary
resources of the Papacy could never be
ascertained with any degree of accuracy
it is only known that liU Holiness qieniJs
7nrt0 francs flsiwO n vcar for the
ordinary expemns of the Holv See

Before the war broke out few subjects
bulked mere largely In the public mind
in Great Britain than the dynamite mo-
nopoly

¬

In the Transvaal The question was
one which appealed to the mind of the
man in the street who hud difficulty In
following tho mysteries ot the franchise
dispute For several years the Transvaal
Dynamite Company fattened on the gold
mining industry of the country It had a
monopoly nnd it used it unscru-
pulously

¬

probably because a good
deal had to bo paid to keep in
favor with certain of the Boer
Government ofllclals The company was
a standing grievance to the gold mining
companies as along with other Imposts
of the Boer Government it rendered un-
profitable

¬

the working of all but the rich-
est

¬

mines The breaking of the power of
me ioer Government it was known
meant the death knell to the monopoly

No one knew that better than the off-
icials

¬

of the company but they ore not go-
ing

¬

to be dispossessed without an effortto continue the niinujacture and sale otexplosives under Jess favored conditionsflie company lias It Is reported made an
plTer to the new administration to supplyWesting gelutlne ot 3 shillings a case offifty pounds less than it charged beforethe outbreak of the war and geligniteat Jj shillings a caso less Even at theseprices the company would make a profitalthough the reduction In price wouldmean a loss of revenue of about JuXl ayear Before anything Is done It Is certainthai ever encouragement will lie givento outside makers to compete for a valua-ble

¬
and growing trade Before the warthe mining Industry required 200000 case j

of explosives irly jt may be taken forgranted that the Transvaal Dynamite
Company concession Is one of those vhlch
will certainly not be recognized bv thonew administration The reduced price ofdynamite offered by the company wouldrepresent a saving of about nlnepcnce a
ton of ore mined

His Highness Ibrahim the Sultan of Jo
hore who has just made a stir in Paris
by riding In the boulevards with a young
woman named Tyler wlio was nearly
killed by the insane antics of one of the
Sultans untamed horses Is one of the na-
tive

¬

rulers of the Straits Settlements with
an enormous revenue and no little polit-
ical

¬

power In the Malay Peninsula The
State of Johore occupies the southern ex-

tremity
¬

of the penlns jla It has an area
of 9W0 miles and an estimated popula-
tion

¬

of about I0OOW chiefly Malay and
Chinese It Is controlled in its foreign re-

lations
¬

by Great Britain Otherwise the
State is independent and Is absolutely
under the rule of Ibrahim Tho Sultan
is a fine specimen of a barbarous ruler
wno is accustomed to have Ills own way
In everything He has lately been visit-
ing

¬

Europe nnd like lull oriental poten-
tates

¬

is most pleased with Paris where
he has not been conduoting himself how-
ever

¬

with the highest kind of discretion
He carries an extensive retinue and a
stable- of horses brought all the way from
the Far Eat

Engineering experts from England vis¬

ited the United States a year or two ago
to ascertain if possible the reasons for
Americas ascendancy in the industrial
worlei and of late small parties of picked
workmen from that country have been
sent over here to study mechanical meth ¬

ods and devices France now has in con-
templation

¬

a similar but more permanent
policy She proposes to establish on this
side of the Atlantic a technical school for
the benefit of her own young men Tho
programme has been roughly blocked out
by the French Minister of Commerce and
he will appoint a committee to work out
the details Thus Continental Europe
like Great Britain is illustrating the
soundness of the old military maxim it
is Iigltlmate to learn from an enemy
Americans can afford to extend all pos ¬

sible encouragement to schemes of this
kind They liave nothing to fear from
the advantages which their rivals will de-
rive

¬
from such scrutiny and Imitation

The truth Is that while foreigners are
copying what appear to be the latest
American Ideas the American industrial
genius is continually originating new
ones Hence In these material matters
this country mannges to keep at least
five or ten years ahead of Europe

Active steps are lielng taken by var-
ious

¬

antiquarian societies on the Invi-
tation

¬

of Sir Edmund Antrobus the owner
of Stonehenge- - to preserve that monu-
ment

¬

The largest native hewn stone In
England which Is to be found there and
which was leaning over dangerously lias
this week been raised Into a perpendic-
ular

¬

position It was encased In a cradle
of strong timber to prevent It from crack-
ing

¬

and every precaution was taken to
guard against an accident Now the mon-
olith

¬

Is raised It presents an Imposing
appearance It stands about twenty one
feet above the ground its total li mrth
being about twenty nine feet six Inches
and it la estimated that it weighs more
than thirty tons Tho raising of the
stone was wltnetsed by Sir Edmund and
Lady Antrobus and a large number of
other persons who take an interest In the
ancient monument The excavations nec-
essary

¬

for putting In a bed of concrete on
the northwest side of the stone will now
be proceeded with

Ex Deputy Itapliarl Pallzsolo the pre-
sumed

¬

head of the Palermo Mafia In
Italy chaiged before the Bologna assizes
with having caused the murder of a di ¬

rector of the Bank of Sicily and of an-
other

¬

Individual has been making a bril-
liant

¬

auto defence Which seems to have
greatly imprcsse d the Jury aiuLIt Is ex ¬

pected that he wlllbe acquitted Ills
assetted accomplices who are- said to
have- - actually comnlltttd the murders
were tried at Milan but lite trial broke
down owing to the unwillingness of wlt
nessss to give evidence and tntbe unac ¬
countable dlsappeaiaiee of Important
documents two facts attributed to theenormous power and perfect organization
of the Maria which was considered irre ¬
sistible while Slg PhIIzi oIo was at largeit was decided at last to arre st Pullzsulo
iijuia u uuu to i jiuibe mm anil his ic- - I

luiiii la it vmi me crimes nnove alludeilto The Investigation ol the murder ofthe bank director has been hanclnc urn
since 1KB notwithstanding the efforts ofhis son Lit iite iiant Kotarbartolo of theItalian navy to have the murderers ofhis father punished

Ireland Is making unpieccdented prep-
arations

¬

this winter to divert to its shores
a profitable part of the tide of American
tourists who are expected to eome over
nixt spilng in greater numbers than ever
before Guide books pictures and all
sorts of advertising arc being printed In
the hope of persuading passengers to
stop off on the way to Liverpool while
iheir pockets arc yet full of greenbacks

Blarney castle Is the chief attractionamong the lrlch antiquities and 1s to be
nindt- - the streng card In the suit of Erins
allurements next summer Trains to ilw
castle eltht milts nut of Cork are to btvl
run often anil me various otner means
of conveyance an- - to be Improved But
more Important than all Is the-- establish-
ment

¬

and uuthntlzntlon so to speak
of the- second Blarney stone which Is
easy of access to the ladles and which it
It declare d hns proved to be exactly as
efficacious as the original stone In pro
duclng the gift of gab that never fali--I- n

gdnlng for one whatever he wants

WiHD PREVENTS A GUN TEST

No Trlnl Slnile of InlH intlimnntiK
III ititit tte Tlirouc r

NEW YORK Nov l Muny army and
navy bllicers went to Sandy Hock this
morning to see a test of the Gathmann
gun nnd the aerial topedo which It Is de¬

signed to carry but the test had to be
postponed It will probably lake place
about Soctock tomorrow mornirg The test
is an oillcial ono und the cotamitteo ap-
pointed

¬

to pass on It is made up of Majnr
J G Knight of the Corps of Engineers
Major Rogers Illrnie of the Oidaance
Department Major J P Wisser of tln
Artillery IJent- - Joseph Strauss of the
Navy nnd IIc ut Cleland Davis of the
Navy Resides these officers there were
present Iieut Gen Kelson A Mllas Gcn
John It HrooKeT Col J P Story and
Capt G K Whistler of the Artillery
Corps Col Wallace F Randolph Chief
of the Artillery Corps Gen George U Gil-

lespie
¬

Chief of Engineers Gen John I
Rodgers Artillery r orps Secretary Pow
ell of the Ordnance Board Captain Bau- -

bltt commanding the proving ground at
Saniy Hook and Captain Lewis Artillery
Corps Becorder of the Board of Ordnance
and Fortifications The-- inventor of the
gun Louis Gathmann was present to su-

perintend
¬

the firing as were representa
tives of the makers of the gun

The cause of the postponement of the
test was primarily the high wind that pre-
vailed

¬

all today and forced a number of
coasting schooners to come to anchor near
the proving grounds and only a mile oft
shore

The Gathmann gun Is forty four feet
long with an interior diameter of eighteen
Inches It weighs sixty tons The projec-
tile

¬

it fires weighs one ton and Is Iw
twecn six and seven feet long It Is tired
with a velocity at the muzzle of the gun
of 2000 feet a second The gun has been
set upon a platform built for It

AMEHICAN WOMEN MALIGNED

Dr tVIlxun I Denier Tlmt The y OlTeiid
cd Asruiiist Custom In Me xlcu

PHILADELPHIA Kov 13 Dr W P
Wilson President of the Commercial
Museum arrived here today from the
Pan American conference in Mexico to
which he is a delegate Several news-
paper

¬
clippings which told of alleged dis-

courtesies
¬

of American delegates toward
President Diaz and his wife were shown
to him One story was to the effect that
an American was assigned to take Mrs
Diaz in to dinner and excused himself
a plea of Illness Another said that the
American women declined to wear full

given prescribe
Mexican President Dr Wilson became
angry and said that some enemy of the
United States had been trying to make
trouble He asserted

I have attended every session of the
conference and every evening entertain-
ment

¬

given up to two days These
stories are abominable lies The utmost
good feeling exists between the Mexican
and the United Stntes Commissioners In
fact the friendships formed promise great
developments for each nation It has
fallen to the lot of Americans to conduct
the wife of the Mexican President In to
dinner at three ot the five entertainments
so far given and I assure you that each
American thus chosen has been proud of
the honor bestowed

The American ladles conform in every
respect to the customs of th country
They invariably appear In evening dress
when that la called for by the occasion
and their toilettes have been so elaborate
as to create considerable comment in local
papers

The stories are lies I start upon my
return trip to the conference today and I
shall make it a point to discover where
these reports originated and if possible
make it interesting for the irresponsible
writers

EEciPROcrrir with cuba
neprcsi ntutlie Uruussnrd Iroillef

the Opposition of Loulslniin
Any attempt to pass a reciprocity

treaty with Cuba to admit free of duty
Cuban sugar and tobacco will be met
with opposition by the Louisiana dele- -
gatlon said Representative-- Brottssard
at the Metropolitan last night

The people of Louisiana said he are
not only opposed to a reciprocity treaty
but are also opposed to annexation of
Cuba frequently suggested by some of
the extreme expansionists To admit
Cuban sugar free of duty would be to
destroy the cane sugar industry of Louis
iana Whether it would have the same
effect on the beet sugar Industry 1 can-
not

¬

say but I am satisfied It would hurt
the sugar beet growers And free Cuban
tobacco would be a serious blow to
tobacco growers In the United States

I know that the ouestlon of reclnro ltv
with Cuba will come up early In the forth ¬

coming sest lnn of Congress and It la not
improbable that the President will havesomething to say on the subject in hismessage It would not surprise me all
If the tariff should be the most prominent
and Important question we will have to
deal with in this Congress

Already the suggestion has come fromleading Republicans that a sliding scale
tariff be passed wheh would give the
President the power to fix the tariff on
numerous articles In other words It Is
proposed to Invest the President with
power which under the Constitution be-
longs

¬

exclusively to Congress And 1 am
one who believes this proposition will
never meet with the approval of the pub-
lic

¬

PERSONAL
George Foster Peabody ot New York

paid 111009 for the Baldwin property an
I old Southern- mansion In Montgomery

Ala and will spend J200O In adapting It to
the Young Mens Christian Association
purposes ond give it free to the associa ¬

tion for three years
Senator Burton was authorized by Pres ¬

ident Roosevelt recently to find a Baptist
preacher who would make a good army
chaplain The Senator turned the mat-
ter

¬

over to his friend John R Mulvane
a Baptist The papers got hold of It ind
advertised that Mr Mulvane was looking
for a Baptist preacher suitable for the
place Ip to date it Is said he has got
iiSC applications by mall while several
score have called upon him in person

Abram S Hewitt ex mayor of New
York who was born In 1822 nnd graduated
from Columbia In 1S12 bui been as prom-
inent

¬

Ip the iron steel Industry as he
has been politics was chosen a
member of tnc board of directors of the
United States Steel Corporation He serv ¬

ed In Congress thlrleii years and wai
chairman of the Democratic National
Committee He married a daughter of
Peter Cooper and organized Cooper Union

The crown that will probably be used
for Queen nt the coronation
next year Is that made for Mary of Mo
denti wife of tin- second James It luis
2673 white diamonds and twenty three
rubles besides many smaller stones

Sir Franklin Lushlngton who died in
London on Monday had sut for thirty
two as one of the magistrates of
London and many of the most famous
criminal cases In the course of that pe¬

riod came before him He was born In
1S21 father E H Lushlngton having
been Puisne Judge of Ce jlon ana for
many Master of the Crown fjiflcc
Sir Franklin was educated nt ltugby
vns graduated with high honors at the

university Afterward he became a fel-

low
¬

of his college and in lSil barrister
nt tin- - inner Temple In ISO Sir Frank-
lin

¬

was appointed metropolitan police
magistrate at the Thames court He helu
this post for eleven years at tho end of
which time he was appointed magistrate
it Bow Street one of the most Important

--police courts in London In 1W3 he be
came Clliei IKJliee -

ilon and In tho same year he was knight-
ed

¬

Denis Mulvililll the Stoker Mayor nf
Bridgeport Conn has assumed office
He was called upon by ix9 persons within
two hours and about a bushel of mail
bearing congratulation- - and oi J wish s
was oulivered to him

FOR VIRGINIAS SCHOOLS

The llrpnrt of the- - Cuiiveiillou Cmn
nltter on lMucolloii

RICHMOND Va Kov --Th follow-
ing

¬

In the report of th- - Committee on Ed-
ucation

¬

prewented In th Conitltutioral
Convention today by Delegate Richard
Mcllwiinc the Chairman

Section J The General Assembly shallctablsh una mumtaln an efficient system
of public free schoois throughout the
State

Section 2 The general supervision of
the public free school system of the State
shall be vested In a superintendent of
public Instruction and a board of educa-
tion

¬
to b composed of the Governor

Attorney General chairman of tho faculty
of tin- University of Virginia President or
the college of William and Mary Presi ¬
dent of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute
President of tha- State Female NormalSctjol at Farmiille and the superintend-
ent

¬

of the Virginia Military Institute
provided however that should the State
fall to make appropriation to any of said
Institutions the chairman of the faculty
the president or superintendent of such
lrUItutlon shall cease to be a member of

Section 3 The sunerlntemlent nf niihlV
Instruction shall hold office for a term of
four years and his duties and compensi
tion shall be fixed by law He shall be
cx officlo president of the State board of
education

Section t The duties and powers of tho
State board ot education shall be as fol-
lows

¬

1 lrst It shall subject to tho confirma
tion or the senateappoint a superin-
tendent

¬

ot public Instruction and all su ¬

perintendents of city and county public
free school ami may remove superin ¬

tendents for cause and upon notice to the
incumbent provided that no member of
the State board except the ex ctllcio
president shall be eligible for appoint-
ment

¬

to the office of superintendent of
public instruction during his term of of-
fice

¬

nor within one year after the expi ¬

ration at same
Second It shall have regulated by law

the management and Investment of the
schoul fund

Ihlrd It shill have authority to make
all needful rules and regulations for the
management and conduct of the public
fiee schools which regulations when pub-
lished

¬

nnd distribuled shall have the lorce
find efttct of law but all rules and regu-
lations

¬

of said board may be amended or
repealed by the General Assembly and
when so amended or repealed shall not be
re enacted by the said board

Fourth It shall select text books and
nlucaticnil appliances for use in the pub
lie free schoois of the State provided
that the-- school boards of cities of the
population of 5000 or more shall choose
the books and appliances for their
schools subject to such rules or regula-
tions

¬

as the State board of education shall
prescribe

Fifth It shall appoint a board of direc-
tors

¬

consisting of live members in which
shall be vested the management of the
Stitc Library and the appointment of a
ilhiviian and employes therefor
iyect to such rules and Regulations as

dress at entertainments by the fthe General Assembly shall

ago

the

the

at

and
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Alexandra
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Section 5 Each maelsterlal district shall
constitute a separate school district un-
less

¬

otherwise provided by law In each
school district three school trusters shall
be elected by the people whose terms of
office shall be four years

Section 6 The General Assembly shall
set apart as a permanent and perp tual
literary fund the present literary funds
of the State the proceeds of all public
lands donated by Congress for public free
school purposes of all escheated proper ¬

ty of all waste and unappropriated lands
of all property accruing to the State by
forfeiture and all fines collected for of-

fences
¬

committed against the State and
such other sums as the General Assembly
may appropriate

Sec 7 The General Assembly shall ap-
ply

¬

the annual Interest on the literary
fund that portion of the capitation tax
provided for In this constitution to be paid
Into the State treasury and an annual
tax on property of not less than one nor
more than five mills on the dollar to the
public free schools of the primary and
grammar grades for the equal benefit of
all the people of the State to lie appor-
tioned

¬
on the basis of school population

the number of children between the age
of seven and twenty years in each school
district being the basis of such appor-
tionment

¬

Each city town lf Hie same
be a separate school division county and
district Is authorized to raise additional
sums by a tax on property not to exceed
in the aggregate live mills on the dollar
In any one year to be apportioned and
expended by the local school authorities
of said cities towns counties and dis-
tricts

¬

establishing and maintaining such
schools as in their Judgment the public
welfare may require provided that such
primary schools aa shall be established
shall be maintained at least four months
of each year before any part of th fund

collected may be devoted has also an of- -
to the establishment of schools of higher
grade The boards of supervisors or the
several counties nnd the common coun-
cils

¬
of the several and towns

where the same be separate school divi-
sions

¬

shall provide for the collection of
the said local school taxes

Section 8 The General Assembly may
establish agricultural normal manual
training and technlchal schools and such
grades of schools as shall be for the pub¬
lic good

Section 9 The General Assembly may
enact laws to prevent parents and guard ¬

ians from allowing their children to grow
up in Ignorance

Section 10 White and colored children
shall not bo taught in the same schools

Section 1L No appropriation of public
funds shall be made to any schoolor In-
stitution

¬

of learning not owned and ex-
clusively

¬
controlled by the State or some

political subdivision thereof provided
first that the General Assembly mar in

I its discretion continue the appropriations
to the College or William ami alary ami
provided second that this section shall
in no wise affect the act of the General
Assembly passed February 22 It92 relat-
ing

¬
to bonds held by schools and colleges

and provided third thnt cities towns and
counties may make appropriations to non
sectarian rcbools of industrial or
technical training

Section 12 The General Assembly
shall make provision for the-- maintenance
of the Unlierslty of Virginia by an annual
appropriation not less than that now pro
vlded by law

Section 13 Members of the boards of
the educational institutions owned or con-
trolled

¬

by the State shall be appointed for
a term of four years

Glndtftone as nn Evmnple- -

From the London Daily KeKJ

We are told Indeed tint Jlr Glad ¬

stones fame is dead A career that is
bound up with great power great pros¬

perity sane and also large traditions of
policy and a weft of fine feeling such as
rarely goes with the political career does
not so easily die We hear the cry of
efficiency raised by men who never did
nnd never will do a good days work in
their lives Who was so efficient as Mr
Gladstone- - Who set a more admirable
example of the value of combining Im
aginative grasp with searching
Mr Chamberlain is perhaps in his
way as good a worker as was Mr
Gladstone But then he Is entirely want-
ing

¬

In imagination We do feel however
that the- - Gladstonlan tradition suffers to
elay from a want not of mere copyists
for no country can live upon Its jiast
but of statesmen who will apply Its main
teae hliigs and above all its noble per-
gonal

¬

example to the needs of the pres ¬

ent and of the- - future There is a Mdicml
r iiiic i1 thinkiniz today in which a

plentiful lack of moral sense Ls held to
make up for tolerably large- deficiencies
in Intellc ctual endowment

IlihlU lty Wanted
ttlrutii ll Votk Id

Mr Ilivemeyr told the Induf trial Com-

mission

¬

tint the tariff is the moth r of
trusts Assuming this to lie true we
shall have the spectacle of the children
destroying the mother for the trusts
must have freer markets aoroad and to
ecurc these the tariff must come down

The plain truth is that most of the com ¬

binations of the last few y ars have come
into existence nut In conformity with
any law of natural development but at
the behest of tlu promoter who found a
public ready to buy their shares issued
in enormous excess of value A law com-
pelling

¬

publicity would tend - save the
public- - from loss in such enterprises as
these without Injury to those s madly
capitalized nnd honestly managed

Wholly Mlnli mllng
from tile Cliicjjro Kcconl llrralu

Those protectionists who pi ice the
Dlngley Mil by the side of th- - Ten Com ¬

mandments have- flattered themselves
that the Republican majorities in the late
elections were an endorsement of their
theology Such nu Interpretation of the
meaning of the vote was very easy sim-
ple

¬

and plausible but the majorities were
the result of complex etuis- - and they are
wholly misleading If they be construed

s testimony for the Inviolability of the
law If thi Kail ubscrllies to th holi ¬

ness doctrine the- West does not

OPPOSE A CHANGE OP NAME

A Few Mlnulo if lejfrmriit nt the
AKrlciiltural Cniitrntlini

The session yesterday of the Association
ot American Agricultural College nnd
Experiment Stations wis by far the most
important meeting held by that body
sluce It began Its fifteenth annual con-
vention

¬

In this city on Monday An In-
teresting

¬

discussion started when the sub¬
ject of revising the constitution of the
Association wa brought up by Prtwldcnt
Harris One of the raost important
amendments proposed was that the title
of the association be changed When thesuggestion of the changing of the asso-
ciations

¬
name was made the representa ¬

tives of the experiment tHtlons at one
took the floor and heatedly condemned
such action saying that by It the college
professors desired to oust the station men
from the convention The college profes ¬

sors responded that such was lot their
Intention IVcstdent Harris as a middle
eourae propose laying the subject on the
table to be considered at some future
lime much to the rellf of both clde

The question of erecting a summer
school of horticulture was aljj brought to
the attention of the convention by a reso-
lution

¬
offered by one of the delegates

and after due consideration the proposal
was adopted by a unanimous vote thequestion being later referred to the ex ¬
ecutive committee - for conldratlonAfter considering a number of minor rports President Harris adjourned themorning session

The afternoon was devoted almost en-
tirely

¬
to section meetings one of which

convened in Carroll Institute Hall while
another occupied the parlors of the EbblttHouse

As the agriculturalists had received an
Invitation from Secretary Wilson of theDepartment of Agriculture to attend areception at his residence 1012 VermontAvenue northwest at D oclock last night
the evening session of the invention wasbegun promptly at 730 ocloe and allthe Important business transected inorder that the delegates mielit attend thereception The only matter of uny im-portance ¬

brought up during the night
session was a resolution offered by A CTrue of this city asking that the asso-
ciations

¬
agriculture exbiblL which willoccupy a consmcuous nositlon in thn

Charleston fair be sent to the St Loul3
Exposition In IMS By a unanimous vote
Jlr Trues resolution was adopted

After hearing a number of other reports
relative to the establishment of a gradu-
ate

¬
course of ttudy in this city in con ¬

nection with the National UnlviVlty and
a report by Prof H H Qoodjll of New
York City on horticulture President
Harris adjourned the convention until 9
oclock this morning

The reception at Secretary Wilsons
residence was an Informal affair Thovisiting agriculturist- - were received bv
Mrs Wilson oseiated by a number of
friends

A BANK FOR THE OBIENT

Iroii illin to KstnMlnli nu Amer¬

ican Institution In the Far East
The proposition recently brought to the

attention ot the Government by W W
Rockhlil former Special Commissioner ot
the United States to China for the estab-
lishment

¬

of an American bank and Gov-
ernment

¬

fiscal agency in the Far East
will probably result In something definite
within a yery short time Two American
syndicates have been eirganizcd to estab ¬

lish a banking Jnstltutlon In that part of
the world and their suggestions are re-
ceiving

¬

the attention of the Iresident the
Secretary of State and the Secretary of
the Treasury

The Governments concern in this mat-
ter

¬

lies in the efforts of each syndicate
to secure for- its proposed bank the finan-
cial

¬

business of the United States Govern-
ment

¬

In the East Should aa arrange-
ment

¬

of that character be made with
cither of the syndicates the bank will
surely ba established

Walter G Oakman President of the
Guarantee Trust Company oCNew York e
saw the Secretary of State yesterday on
the subject Mr Oakman wants to es- -
tabllsh u branch bank in the Orient to
conduct the business of the United States
Government Mr Cragin one of the mem ¬

bers of the Eyre Cragln syndicate which
at one time secured a concession from
the Nicaragua Government to build the

assessed and f inter oceanic canal made

cities

manual

industry

fer to establish an American tunk in the
Jiasc

At present the immense financial busi ¬

ness of the United States la the Philip ¬

pines is conducted by the Hongkong and
shanghai Banking Corporation a British
institution which has a branch bank atManila This Government business will
he inerease d when the liquidation by
China of her Indemnity to the United
Stttcs on account of the Boxer outrages
has been inaugurated

Tho business of the United States In
China and the Philippines official and pri ¬
vate is already large and the feeling
here is that an American banking insti ¬

tution should be given the preference in
handling it The new bank will probably
be established at Shanghai or Manila and
It Is likely that there will be two Insti-
tutions

¬
under the same management the

main bank at one of these places and a
branch at the other
REPLACING SHORT TERM MEN

lfoijic llattnlliil of the Fifteenth
Cnrnlry Ordered to Mnulln

The sending of additional troops to the
Philippines to replace those returning to
this country was brought to the attention
of Secretary Root yesterday morning up-

on
¬

his return from a flying trip to New
York Over 00 short term enlisted men
are now making the voyage across the
Pacific on one transport and others are
to follow so that the assignment of fresh
troops has been under consideration

It was determined mme time ngo to
send the Eleventh Cavalry and Twenty
eighth Infantry to Manila but War De-
partment

¬

officials are Of the opiakm that
this force is not sufficient to replace the
returning short term men and it was sug-
gested

¬

to Secretary Root that an addi-
tional

¬

battalion be ordered to Manila He
approed the recommendation and or
elers will be issued for the home liattal
ion of the Fifteenth Cavalry now ia Cali-
fornia

¬

to prepare to go to Manila and
Join the remainder of the regiment

The Acting Adjutant General Col
Thomas Ward received a telegram yes-
terday- morning saying that headquarters
band and the First and Third Battnllons
of the Twenty eighth Infantry number ¬

ing tweity-one- - officers and T3S enlisted
men had left Portland Ore for San
Francisco These troops will embark
on- - the transport Grant which ls sched-
uled

¬

to leave San Frauclsco for Manila
on November 15

The Shilling Wnntctl
From the Xe- - York Press

If the Government will restore the Pine
Tree shilling It will save many of us
financially and morally The shilling ot
Nt York and North Carolina iiwhat we
need in tha shape of subsidiary coin It
was worth I24 cents When two of any-
thing

¬

are worth a quarter the charge for
one- - is 15 cents With a 124-ct-- nt piecM

we would save 2M cents every time we
made such a pun hase A 15 cent piece
would be in the way We tried a 20 cent
piece for three years and retired It be¬
cause It was too nearly the 3lze of the
quarter In the rush business it was of-

ten
¬

worked off fer the quarter The i cent
nickel is fit only for paying fares on ele
attd rea ds and surface lines Copier

tents are useful in buying newspapers
and foaling women into the belief that
they are securing trr memlous bargains at
W cents Yes this bus-
iness

¬

is an outrage Give us a coin to
hnic the quarter eight to the dollar
Then see us lay up treasure

TVorUill in the Ope n
lrom tlie Xew Yert Times

There are Indications in tlie course of
President Roosevelt that be Intends to
Lfford to all re sponsible for the policy
and conduct of the Government an op-

portunity
¬

to discuss with him such mat-

ters
¬

as may Immediately concern them
In doing so he unquestionably protects
both himself and others from the conse
quences of hasty action and makes it
reasonably certain that his own standard
shall be clearly understood whether it bo
foliuwcd or not It seems to us to be
an exceedingly sensible course to pursue
and the country will watch with Interest
the outcome It Is an attempt to work In
the open and not in secret end that li
clearly worth trying

- - - - -
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